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Message Text 


1. 1 HAVE TALKED TO BOUTROS ON TELEPHONE AND CONVEYED GIST 
OF FIRST FIVE PARAGRAPHS REFTEL TO HIM. HE MEETING WITH ARAB 
AMBASSADORS AND ATTENDING SESSION OF PARLIAMENT AND I WILL 
NOT HAVE CHANCE FOR FRANK TALK WITH HIM UNTIL LATE IN DAY. 


2. IN MEANTIME I WOULD LIKE MAKE FOLLOWING COMMENTS ON 
REQUEST IN PARA 6 THAT WE TRY TO GET FIRMER GRIP ON 
LEBANESE VIEWS. AGREE THAT IMPLICATION OP LEBANESE POSITION 
EXPLAINED TO ME LAST NIGHT BY SARKIS AND BOUTROS IS THAT 
LEBANESE WOULD PREFER PALESTINIANS REMAIN IN SOUTH RATHER THAN 
MOVING A "FEW MILES ' FURTHER NORTH. OP COURSE IN 
LEBANESE SCALE OP DISTANCES A PEW MILES REPRESENTS 
AN IMPORTANT CHANGE. WHILE LEBANESE WERE UNHAPPY WITH 
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SITUATION IN SOUTH, FACT THAT FIGHTING HAD BEEN CONFINED TO 
BORDER AREA AND FACT THAT PALESTINIAN TROUBLEMAKERS WERE 
PREOCCUPIED THERE MADE IT TOLERABLE, PARTICULARLY GIVEN EVENTUAL 
POSSIBILITY OF PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT WHICH WOULD RESOLVE PROBLEM. 


3. TODAY IN LEBANESE VIEW, WITH LIKELIHOOD OP OVERALL SETTLEMENT 
INCREASINGLY REMOTE AND WITH ANTICIPATED PALESTINIAN DETERMINATION 
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TO CARRY FIGHT RIGHT UP TO BORDER ZONE BETWEEN THEM AND 
ISRAELIS, WHEREVER IT MAY BE ESTABLISHED, THERE IS LITTLE 
PROSPECT THAT LEBANESE INTERNAL SITUATION IS GOING TO BE 
IMPROVED BY CREATION OE BUEFER ZONE, RATHER IT IS LIKELY TO 
DETERIORATE. IN EINAL ANALYSIS THERE IS UNLIKELY TO BE 
PEACE SOUTH OF BEIRUT UNLESS ISRAELIS MOVE ALL THE WAY UP TO 
BEIRUT ITSELE AND CRUSH THE PALESTINIANS AGAINST THE CHRISTIAN 
ANVIL. IE THEY TRY IT, SYRIANS UNDOUBTEDLY WILL FEEL CALLED UPON TO 
INTERVENE BEEORE THAT POINT IS REACHED AND WE WILL HAVE 
THE NEXT ROUND IN THE ARAB-ISRAELI WAR. 

4. IN SUM, LEBANESE WOULD PROBABLY PREEER THAT ISRAELIS 
ATTACK AREA AGAIN AND AGAIN IN RESPONSE TO NEW PROVOCATIONS 
RATHER THAN BRING THE ARMED PALESTINIANS CLOSER TO BEIRUT. 

5. SO MUCH FOR THE DARK, OR BOUTROS, VIEW OE THE PROBLEM. 

I AGREE WITH DEPARTMENT THAT IT WOULD BE SIGNIEICANT 
IMPROVEMENT IN SITUATION IE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT'S 

AUTHORITY COULD BE REESTABLISHED AND REASSERTED IN BUFEER ZONE IN 
SOUTH LEBANON, PARTICULARLY IP THIS WOULD PERMIT THE RETURN 
OP THE SHIA POPULATION AND SOMETHING COULD BE DONE TO ORGANIZE 
AND ARM THEM AGAINST THE PALESTINIANS. ESSENTIAL TO THIS 
ARRANGEMENT, HOWEVER, WOULD BE SYRIAN COMMITMENT TO KEEP 
PALESTINIANS NORTH OF LITANI UNDER CONTROL. IN THIS RESPECT, 

I FRANKLY DO NOT SEE HOW TEN KILOMETER BUPPER ZONE IS GOING 
TO DO THE TRICK. IP ISRAELIS DO NOT MOVE NORTH TO LITANI 
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THEY ARE GOING TO LEAVE NO-MAN'S LAND IN WHICH PALESTINIANS 
WILL BE FREE TO OPERATE.) I WILL DO MY BEST TO CONVINCE 
BOUTROS THAT GOL SHOULD SUPPORT PROPOSAL POR USE 
OP UN'S PEACEKEEPING MACHINERY AS AT LEAST BEING A NEW 
ELEMENT WHICH COULD BRING ABOUT MARKED IMPROVEMENT AND 
WHICH IN ANY EVENT WOULD LEAVE THEM IN POSITION NO WORSE 
THAN THEY ARE ALREADY IN, BOUTROS REACTION IS GOING TO DEPEND 
IN PART UPON WHETHER ISRAELIS WOULD ACCEPT SUCH A 
PROPOSITION. HE MAY ALSO BE INFLUENCED BY SYRIAN ATTITUDE. 

I THEREPORE LOOK PORWARD TO RECEIVING AS SOON AS POSSIBLE RESULTS 
OP CHARGE VIETS DISCUSSION WITH BEGIN IN ACCORDANCE STATE 
67617. REQUEST THAT REPORT OF THAT CONVERSATION BE SENT 
TO US WITH PLASH PRECEDENCE. WILL OP COURSE BE REPORTING 
MY CONVERSATION WITH BOUTROS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

PARKER 


SECRET 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 

NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: INTERVENTION, TROOP DEPLOYMENT, COMBAT OPERATIONS, GOVERNMENT REACTIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 16 mar 1978 
Decaption Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978BEIRUT01402 
Document Source: CORE 
Document Unique ID: 00 
Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: EXDIS TREAT AS NODIS 
Executive Order: GS 
Errors: N/A 
Expiration: 

Film Number: P850093-1881 

Format: TEL 
From: BEIRUT 
Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780362/aaaacail.tel 

Line Count: 109 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: f52d4bc6-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION NODS 

Original Classification: SECRET 

Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: NODIS 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Reference: 78 STATE 67498 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 27 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3315352 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: LEBANESE REOUEST FOR US INTERVENTION 
TAGS: PEPR, MOPS, PBOR, LE, IS, US, SY 
To: STATE TEL AVIV MULTIPLE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/f52d4bc6-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



